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2. Poland Today

Unlike many of the stereotypes associated with Poland as a cold and industrial land it is a
modern country rapidly catching up with its Western neighbours (see Part Two: Why Poland).
The infrastructure supporting telecommunications, the internet and postal services rival any
European country. Roads and public transport may still need a great deal of work but there
have been dramatic improvements in the last decade.

What is most striking is the reliability of services that operate in temperatures of over 40
degrees Celsius in the Summer and as low as minus 20 degrees Celsius iin.the Winter,
extremes that would bring many other countries to a grinding halt.

This chapter covers the current state of the countries main services w a Why
Poland looks in detail at the economy, property market and other fa will influence a
buyer’s decision to purchase.

The old analogue system was not widespread in Poland e at when modernisation
came service providers could move straight to a digital i h distributing this was
a mammoth and slow task'. Today the em is available almost
everywhere.

Poles have been fast to take to the internet. In j nder ten percent of the population
were users but numbers have more t
broadband connections in all towns a
locations have dial-up access via t
a cable service.

and even many small villages. The more remote
phone system while most towns and cities use

Due to the large numb? n
density of previous estates

and cost relatively di
providers struggl
for such techn
in many W

s that have been built over the last few years and the
cabling to the majority of the population has been fast
ed to countries like the United Kingdom where service
outdated Victorian and Georgian terraced streets never designed
ccess has been quick to roll out and often of better quality than

es for land lines and a young population were ingredients that led to the
use of mobile phones. They are everywhere and coverage is exceptional with
95% of the country. Even while hiking in the Southern mountains it is quite
amber around the edge of a rock face and find someone chatting away on a cell

The telephone, internet and mobile phone services are all privatized with a free market
operating and a fair number of providers to choose from.

" Even in the mid 1990s the waiting time for a landline could be up to twelve months.

15



Buying Property in Poland by Tim Hill - www.mamdom.com
Copyrighted Material 2007

Polish radio is every bit as advanced and comparable to any country in Western Europe with a
large choice in cities but limited Euro pop stations in rural areas. They host chat shows,
phone-ins and even English lessons. Most mainstream channels play about two English
language songs to every one Polish which is a fair balance of what is popular in the country.

Dozens and dozens of television stations operate both by cable services in the cities and
satellite in the country side. Receiving BBC Prime, CNN, CNBC and other English language
station is not an issue regardless of location.

However the Polish channels are also worth watching as they air a great nglish and
American films in a curious way. Polish dubbing is not literal. Instead of gi
Tom Cruise or Brad Pitt a new voice they keep the original soundtrack
without emotion, is added over the top. At first it is confusing but the Po
the English voice while still getting a real idea of what the actor so e emotion
each sentence. Many English speakers can also do the same in ng out the
Polish voice that is laid over the top.

mous and infamous. In
rriage ways. The situation
akow and Wroclaw (running
just West of Poznaf and running

Among those who have spent any time in Poland the r
1990 there were almost no motorways and o
is improving slowly and now there is a toll
along the south of the country) and a toll mo
East to Lodz.
There are more motorways plann
- Extending the A4 motorway
Ukrainian border
- Extending the A2 mo
Warsaw and theBela
- Extending the A
to Katowice ne

he German border and East past Rzeszow to the
the German border and East from Lodz to

Gdansk on the North coast leading South past £.6dz
en on to the Czech border.

t traffic is still carried on trunk roads. These are about four cars
ith long, straight stretches to make overtaking possible.

At the moment
wide in most p

orth taking it easy at first as Polish drivers tend to travel fast and
ith another vehicle coming in the opposite direction. This is on the
. e driver coming the other way will see them and make space — an
n that works most of the time....

The state of the trunk roads varies dramatically with the Warsaw-Krakow route being in
excellent condition while the road from the German border towards Poznan can have deep
ruts and regular potholes.

In smaller rural areas there are still a large number of routes which have not yet been

asphalted. In all the government reports about 120,000 kilometres of official road is still
gravel.
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